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Abstract
Eradicating the high level of youth unemployment remains a global challenge, especially in sub-Saharan Africa.
Despite a high volume of literature on youth involvement in agriculture, agricultural graduates have received
little research attention. Therefore, this study assessed agricultural graduate involvement in agribusiness
enterprises to fill the research gap. Data were collected from 200 agricultural graduates who were randomly
selected. Descriptive statistics and logistic regression were methods of data analysis. The results revealed that,
unlike other youths, agricultural graduates had a positive opinion about agriculture. Although just about half
were involved in agribusiness, almost all of them were willing to engage in it if supplied with production
resources, especially land and capital for start-ups. Family land, access to credit, perceived benefit, attitudes,
location, and gender significantly influenced agricultural graduates’ participation in agribusiness. To be self-
employed and employer, to be financially independent, to be food secure, due to access to land, due to access to
credit, parental influence, be an employer, satisfaction and personal growth, and to continue the family business
were the reasons why agricultural graduates became involved in agribusiness enterprises. On the other hand, lack
of capital, lack of access to land, the risk involved in agriculture, poor agricultural pricing, poor agricultural
support from the government, seeking a white-collar job, and peer influence were reasons why some agricultural
graduates were not involved in agribusiness. Hence, agricultural graduates should be encouraged and supported
with resources, especially arable land and capital, by the government, development agencies, and financial
institutions, to ensure effective participation in agribusiness.
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