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Abstract

In this study, different pollen sources used to investigate colony foundation success of bumblebees. 120 Bombus
terrestris L. queens are used to form 6 feeding groups. Poppy pollen, chestnut pollen, cistus pollen and their
difloral mixes (1 / 1 ratio) are used as feeding groups. The groups are also fed with ad-libitum sugar syrup (50%
brix value). As a result of the research; pollen consumption (P<0.01), worker bee emergence time (P<0.05) and
number of worker bees in the first brood (P<0.01 were statistically significant between the groups.

In conclusion; poppy — chestnut pollen mixture with highest number of worker bees in the first brood, can be
recommended in commercial bumble bee breeding. New researches are needed to determine the most
appropriate ratio of this mixture.
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